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PREFACE. 


( . A , ^ w » A. 

'J^HE  few  following  pages  (publijhed  heretofore 
as  the  Author's  inaugural  dijfcrtation ) owe 

c 

not  their  appearance  either  to  vanity  or  a.  defire 
of  gain . 

Some  few  friends , judges  of  the  fubjeft,  were 
pleafed  to  exprefs  their  approbation  of  the  work  in 
it's  original  drefs.  Notwithjlanding  the  advantage 
of  their  fuffrages , however , he  would  fcarce  have 
been  induced  to  offer  this  tranfation  to  the 
public , was  he  not  prompted  by  the  moft  powerful 
motive . 
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PREFACE. 


In  medical  books,  and  by  leisures  on  medicine , 
a method,  widely  different  from  that  now  propofed, 
is  recommended,  and  generally  followed  by  Phyfl- 
cians  and  Surgeons. 

In  offering  his  mite  towards  the  alleviation  of 
dijlrefs,  however,  the  Author  hopes  he  will  not 
be  thought  prefumptuous,  fhould  he  venture  to 
differ  from  received  opinions,  although  fanblioned 
by  great  names. 

As,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  fubjeft , he  is, 
bt  fame  fort,  cbliged  to  take  notice  of  the  various 
theories  which  have  been,  and  are  delivered  on 
the  action  of  this  fluid ; he  will  endeavour  to 
treat  them  with  that  candour  which  he  would 
expebt  from  others. 

• - - * < • * J\;*  . ‘ V ‘ ' - • ' V v . v ‘ 

In  doing  this,  he  difclaims  the  narrow  views 
and  prejudices  of  party ; unhappily  too  much 
attended  to,  by  many,  in  medicine ; nor  will 
enter  further  into  the  fubjebl  than  neceffty 
requires . * 
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Exceptions  may  perhaps  he  taken  to  particular 
parts  of  the  theory  ; — he  only  can  Jay  in  it's 
vindication , that  he  has  endeavoured , as  much 
as  time  and  opportunity  would  allow , to  eluci- 
date it.  He  pretends  not  to  infallibility ; nor 
will  repine  at  having  fucb  errors  pointed  out, 
as  bis  own  partiality  may  have  made  him 
overlook. 

But  fhould  the  general  plan  of  cure  (which 
has  been  collected  from  repeated  obfervation  and 
experiment)  be  approved , and  Jucceed  with 
others  as  with  himfelf  j particularly  in  removing 
the  venereal  difeafe , to  which  his  attention  has 
been  more  immediately  directed fo  that  the 
treatment  of  it  may  become  familiar  and  certain , 
even  to  thofe  not  deeply  verfed  in  medical  know- 
ledge ; and  happily  by  that  means  many  un- 
fortunates of  both  /exes  be  Javed  from  the 
mercilefs  claws  of  illiterate  Quacks-,  as  well 
as  from  the  ravages  of  a loathfome,  but  yet 
too  common,  dfiemper -,—he  will  receive  that 
kind  of  gratification  which  he  wifhes. 


It 
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PREFACE. 


It  is  thought  neceffary  to  premife  to  the 
account  of  this  mineral , that  Jo  many  treatifes 
have  been  written  upon  it's  medical  effects , as 
might  induce  Jome  to  fuppofe  little  was  left  for 
more  modern  enquiries . 

eThofe*who  are  verfed  in  the  practice  of  phyfic 
are  fonfible  of  the  contrary  ; nor  are  they 
ignorant  how  few  data  we  have  to  reafon  from , 
on  the  operation  of  medicines . 


A N 

ESSAY, 


o ft 

The  Operation  of  Mercury,  &c. 


THIS  fubftance,  from  it’s  lingular  pro- 
perties, has  occafioned  a difficulty  among 
iome  chemifts  with  relped  to  it’s  claffification  : 
it’s  volatility  feeming  to  allot  it  a place  among 
the  femi metals  j whilft  it’s  metallic  brilliancy, 
refembling  melted  lead,  and  it’s  malleability 
in  certain  degrees  of  cold,  entitled  it  to  a rank 
among  the  metals:  whilft,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  peculiar  property  of  remaining  generally 
fluid,  feemed  to  claim  that  it  Ihould  be  clafied 
by  itfelf. 
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Although  this  may  poffibly  be  of  fome  weight 
in  a chemical  controverfy,  it  can  be  of  no 
moment  to  the  Phyfician  in  a medical  point 
of  view.  It  will  be  fufficient  for  our  purpofe 
to  point  out  it’s  oftenfible  qualities,  in  order  to 
enable  us  to  judge  of  it’s  degree  of  purity, 
which  is  a point  of  infinite  moment,  and,  we 
have  reafon  to  think,  too  little  attended  to  in 
general. 

Mercury  is  an  opake  fluid  of  metallic  brilli- 
ancy, when  perfectly  pure  ; when  adulterated 
with  lead,  or  with  lead  and  bifmuth  combined, 
which  lalt  mixture  is  more  complete,  it  has  a 
duller  hue,  and  is  apt,  when  poured  out  upon  a 
table,  to  run  into  threads  or  fmall  ftreams  $ not 
quickly  collecting,  as  when  pure,  into  globules. 

For  medical  purpofes  it  Ihould  always  be 
diftilled ; the  palling  it  through  leather,  a 
common  mode  of  purification,  not  being  fuf- 
ficient  to  free  it  from  portions  of  lead,  as 
combination  with  bifmuth  renders  this  capable 
of  palling  through  fuch  a ftrainer. 


It 
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It  is  found  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  mixed 
for  the  moft  part  with  fulphur  in  various  pro- 
portions ■,  with  other  oary  matter,  and  fome- 
times  pure  in  a fluid  ftate : it  is  however  not 
very  abundant  in  nature.  Different  parts  of 
Europe  furnifli  fmall  portions  of  it ; as  Spain, 
Hungary  and  Italy.  It  is  found  in  South- 
America  j — but  the  principal  part  of  that  we 
are  fupplied  with,  is  brought  from  the  Eaft- 
, Indies. 

Mercury  mixed  with  flony  matter  is  eafily 
feparable  from  it  j — by  grinding  the  done, 
fuffering  the  mercury  to  feparate,  and  laffly, 
by  repeated  ablutions  carrying  off  the  earthy 
matter  ; whilft  the  mercury  remains  from  it’s 
weight  and  infolubility  in  the  bottom  of  the 
veffel. 

It’s  feparation  from  fulphur  is  a matter  of 
more  difficulty. — This  may,  indeed,  be  effected 
in  fmall  quantities  pretty  readily,  by  fubli- 
mation  j but,  as  the  method  would  be  both  too 

B troublefome 
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troublefome  and  expenfive  for  procuring  large 
quantities ; particular  works  have  been  con- 
ftrudled  on  a more  extenfive  and  cheaper  plan, 
in  different  parts  where  this  fubftance  is 
found*. 

Although  this  metallic  fluid  was  known  to 
the  Ancients,  it  was  fuppofed  by  them  a poifon, 
and  only  came  into  general  ufe  in  medicine 
about  the  fixteenth  century ; as  a cure  for  the 
venereal  difeafe,  about  that  time  brought  from 
America,  and  which  refilled  every  other  applied 
remedy  f. 

It  is  perfectly  inodorous,  and  without  any 
fenfible  tafte,  when  in  it’s  crude  form  and  per- 
fectly pure ; — but  divided  by  a gummy,  or 

other 


* See  Fourcroy — Legons  de  Chemie. 

Mercury  was  in  ufc,  with  a very  few,  as  early  as  the 
thirteenth  century,  and  applied  in  the  cure  of  cutaneous 
affe&ions  ; and  even  employed  in  ointment  for  the  purpofe 
pf  falivating,  in  order  to  remove  thefe. 

V - .....  1.  - • 

See  Dr.  Alfton’s  Left,  on  M.  Medica,  by  Dr.  Hope. 
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other  medium,  it  affedts  the  tongue  with  a 
difagreeable  fenfation. 

It  appears,  as  much  as  gold,  to  be  a fimple, 
not  a compound  body ; for  no  experiments, 
hitherto  made,  have  lucceeded  in  reducing  it 
into  component  principles,  and  in  reproducing 
it  from  thefe  principles. 

A long  continued  quick  and  inteftine  motion 
between  the  particles  of  mercury,  changes  it  by 
degrees  into  a dark  powder ; which  may  be 
again  reduced  to  fluidity,  by  the  application 
of  heat. — By  this  agitation,  therefore,  it  ap- 
pears to  have  acquired  fomething,  which  fire 

deprives  it  of: — and  this  fomething  would 
feem  to  be  pure  air. 

Mercury  is  of  extenfive  ufe  in  the  arts,  as 
well  as  medicine  : — it  is  adted  upon  by  a variety 
of  fubftances,  and  in  combination  with  fome  of 
thefe,  totally  changes  it’s  appearance,  and  fome 
of  it’s  properties.  It’s  affinity  with  fome  of 

B 2 • the 
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* 

the  more  aCtive  acids, — as  the  nitrous, is 

ftrong  ; whilft  it  requires  a long  continued  heat 
and  expofure,  to  combine  it  with  air ; as  in  the 
mercurius  calcinatus. 

As  we  do  not  mean,  however,  to  give  a full 
chemical  account  of  mercury  in  this  place, — 
we  fhall  proceed  to  what  relates  more  parti- 
cularly to  our  fubjeCt  ; — attending,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  thofe  preparations  of  it,  which,  as 
being  in  conftant  ufe,  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, relate  more  particularly  to  it. 

The  necefflty  of  a frequent  recurrence  to  the 
ufe  of  this  fluid  in  practice ; and,  the  frequent  fail- 

» r r 

ure  of  it  in  the  cure  of  venereal,  and  other,  cafes; 
which  appeared  incurable  without  it;  among 
other  considerations,  have  claimed  the  attention 
of  public  focieties,  in  collecting,  adjufting,  and 
determining,  fuch  preparations,  with  the  dofes 
of  each,  as  appeared  molt  fafe  and  efficacious. 
Among  fuch,  none  feem  preferable  to  the  pre- 
parations ordered  by  the  colleges  of  London 

and 
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and  Edinburgh,  in  their  difpenfatories.  A lift 
of  thefe  it  does  not  feem  necefiary  to  infert 
here,  both  as  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  above 
publications,  as  well  as  for  reafons  to  be  given 
hereafter. 

Having  delivered  as  much  of  the  hiftory  of 
this  fluid,  as  was  thought  neceflary  to  be  pre- 
mifed,  to  the  account  of  it’s  aCtion  and  effects 
on  the  human  body,  the  chief  end  in  view;  we 
{hall  proceed  to  this  part  of  our  fubjeCL 

We  need  fcarce  wonder  at  the  bad  fuccefs  of 
the  earlier  Practitioners  with,  mercury  in  the 
cure  of  difeafe; — they  adminiftered  it  empi- 
rically, and,  therefore,  often  failed ; fuch  failure, 
however,  was  not,  always,  attributed  to  the 
mode  of  employing  the  . medicine,  and  to  their 
treatment  of  the  patient ; but,  to  the  uncon- 
querable nature  of  the  difeafe  itfelf,  in  it’s 
confirmed  ftages  : — hence,  thoufands  were  left 
to  perilh,  under  that  levere  fcourge,  the  vene- 
real difeafe,  without  relief.  It  is  greatly  to  be 

regretted. 
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regretted,  that,  though  in  modern  times  the 
futility  of  fuch  idea  is  abundantly  proved, 
many  fink  under  this  malady. 

The  caufe  of  this  evil,  with  us,  may,  in  a 
great  meafure,  be  attributed  to  difputes  con- 
cerning it’s  "modus  operandi”  on  the  human 
body : — one  party  contending  that  it  a&ed  by 
it’s  weight  only* ; fome,  by  it’s  aftringencyj— 
and  others,  that  it  cured  by  it’s  attion  as  an 
evacuarrt,  &c. 

The  latter  opinion  feemed  long  to  have  the 
greateft  weight ; particularly  as  it  was  broached 
at  the  time  falivation  was  in  conftantufej  and 
this  difeharge,  procured  by  mercury,  thought 
to  be  the  only  certain  method  of  cure.  This 
opinion  has  had  a warm  fupport  from  a cele- 
brated Profeflor  of  the  practice  of  phyfic,  and 
whofe  works  are  at  prefent  in  efteem. — How- 
ever, after  Handing  it’s  ground  for  a confidera- 
ble  time,  it  has  been  fufficiently  refuted  by  ex- 
perience i 


* See  Dr.  Mead’s  Works* 
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perience  ; fo,  that  lefs  feems  necefiary  to  be 
faid  on  the  fubjeft,  at  prefent,  than  was  in- 
tended. 

A later  opinion  than  any  of  thefe  has  been 
given  to  the  world,  in  a treatife  on  the  Venereal 
difeale,  by  a very  ingenious  gentleman.  In 
this  book,  the  author  tells  us,  that  mercury 
cures  the  venereal  difeafe  by  removing  the 
morbid  irritability  of  the  folids,  and  not  by 
any  fpecific  power ; and  that,  therefore,  a par- 
ticular regimen,  with  regard  to  diet,  can  have 
no  effeft,  either  in  promoting  it’s  operation,  or 
preventing  debility. 

We  confefs  ourfelves  at  a lofs  to  know  what 
is  meant  by  it’s  removing  the  irritability  of 
the  folids,  unlefs  he  fuppofes  this  effect  is  pro- 
duced by  it’s  ftimulating  them ; — and  if  fo,  or 
if  it  has  no  fpecific  power,  why  may  we  not 
give  any  other  ftimulant  as  well  ? 


It 
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It  is  alfo  faid  by  this  author,  that,  if  mercury 
afted  as  a fpecific  in  the  Lues,  we  fhould  have 

l 

no  more,  or  ought  to  have  no  more,  to  do, 
than  to  throw  in  at  once  a certain  portion  fuffi- 
cient  to  faturate  the  virus. — I am  apprehenfive 
there  has  been  a little  too  much  precipitancy  in 
this  part  of  the  ingenious  gentleman’s  reafon- 
ing  : — becaufe*  he  fhould  firft  have  taught  us 
a way  of  afcertaining  the  quantum  of  virus, 
before  we  could  aft  in  this  manner  j befides, 
where  can  we  find  a fubjeft  that  would  bear 
that  quantity  of  mercury  at  one  dofe,  or  in  one 
day,  that  is  found  neceffary  for  the  removal  of 
his  difeafe  ? A man  may  bear  a pint,  nay  even 
a quart,  of  ftrong  brandy  in  the  day  ■, — perhaps 
taken  at  one  time,  the  confequence  would  be 
fatal.  We  hope  what  is  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages  will  tend  to  refute  this  hypothefis. 

From  repeated  fafts  it  appears  cc  that  mer- 
cury afts  as  an  antidote  to  the  venereal  virus.” 
It’s  curing  venereal  ulcers  by  external  appli- 
cation only,  and  removing  the  venereal  difeafe 

when 
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when  adminiftered  internally,  and  often,  when 
applied  externally,  without  producing  any  re- 
markable evacuation,  when  other  medicines, 
acting  as  evacuants,  produce  no  fuch  effedts  j 
are  not  among  the  weakeft  arguments  againft 
the  former  opinion  of  it’s  curing  by  evacuat  on ; 
they  ftrongly  favour  it’s  antidotal  power : be- 
fides,  in  confirmed  cafes,  it  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  a partial  evacuation,  fuch  as  that  by 
the  mouth,  could  remove  a difeafe  which  had 
tainted  all  the  folids  of  the  body,  as  well  as 
the  fluids. 

Almoft  all  the  writers  on  this  fubjedt  caution 
us  to  guard  againft  the  ftimulant  power  of  mer- 
cury, left  it  induce  violent  inflammation  : and 
to  thefe  cautions,  indeed,  we  may,  in  a great 
meafure,  impute  the  practice  of  many,  whb 
make  their  patients  undergo  long  courfes  of 
purging,  warm  bathing  and  low  diet.  Whe- 
ther fuch  pradtice  is  built  on  folid  principles,  we 
fhall  endeavour  to  fliew  in  the  fequel. 
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For  the  purpofe  of  explaining  our  meaning 
more  fully  we  fhall,  for  the  prefent,  adopt  the 
fuppofitjon,  ‘f  That  the  encreafed  adion  of  an 
“ animal  fibre,  is  followed  by  a relaxation  or 
“ debility  of  the  fame  ; and,  that  the  longer  it 
“ is  continued,  fo  much  greater  will  the  relax- 
“ ation  or  (late  of  debility  become,  after  the 
“ cefiation  of  fuch  adion”*,  What  we  mean 
by  encreajed , and  what  moft  probably  die  Dr. 
means,  is,  an  exertion  beyond  what  is  ufual  or 
accuftomed.  ..  ;j  • i ’ . 

If,  then,  it  can  be  proved,  that  mercury  ads 
as  a powerful  ftimulant,  but  unconquerable, 
and  not  to  be  aflimilated  by  the  powers  of  an 
animal  body ; it  follows,  that  every  part  of  fuch 
body  to  which  it  is  applied,  will,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  longer  or  Ihorter  continuance  of 
it’s  exertion  upon  it,  become  more  or  lefs  weak, 
proportionably  to  the  quantity  ufed.  Obferva- 
tion  favours  this  opinion.  The  emaciated  fub- 
jeds  who  have  undergone  courfes  of  diis  fluid 
are  our  proofs. 

This 


* Cullen’s  firft  lines. 
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This  view  of  the  matter  opens  a wide  field, 
and  points  to  an  examination  of  the  aCtion  of 
ftimulants  in  general,  with  the  -particular  opera- 
tion of  each ; which  is  not  our  defign  to  enter 
upon  in  the  prefent  treatife : we  fhall  endeavour, 
however,  without  much  digrefiion,  to  explain 
our  ideas  of  the  matter  under  confideration. 

Vegetable  and  animal  ftimulants  do  not  fecm 
in  an  animal  body,  when  applied  in  quantity 
proportionable  to  the  force  of  each,  fuch 
lafting,  or  permanently  debilitating  effects,  as 
mineral  ones.  Here,  if  in  any  part  more  par- 
ticularly of  our  work,  we  may  perhaps  be 
cavilled  at : we  know  that  henbane,  hemlock, 
and  fome  other  vegetable  productions  qnay  be 
adduced  as  producing  more  violent  effeCts  than 

moft  minerals. Let  us  not,  however,  be 

haftily  condemned  j let  us  examine  the  quanti- 
ties in  which  thefe  have  been  applied ; let  us 
attend  to  the  confequences  of  their  application  j 
let  us  cooly  compare  thefe  with  the  effects  of 
arfenic  or  lead  in  minute  dofes ; and  then,  but 
C 2 not 
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not  before,  judge,  whether  there  may  not  be  a 
foundation  for  what  we  have  advanced. 

What  we  have  faid  appears  to  be  the  cafe, 
though  perhaps  in  a lefs  degree  than  many 
others,  with  the  different  preparations  of  mer- 
cury ; the  principal  diftinftion  with  regard  to 
the  operation  of  which,  depends  on  their  being 
rendered  more  or  lefs  acrid  by  combination. 

Corrofive  fublimate,  in  the  minuteft  dofes, 
as  a quarter  or  half  a grain,  often  creates  fick- 
nefs,  which  has  proceeded  to  vomiting  and 
violent  purging  ; whilft  many  grains  of  calomel 
have  been  taken,  by  the  fame  perfons,  without 
produeing  uneafinefs : this  would  feem  to  de- 
pend on  the  large  portion  of  acid  in  the  former, 
of  itfelf  indeed  fufficiently  irritating,  but  doubly 
fo,  in  the  form  of  this  faline  compound ; as 
not  being  fo  foon  divided  by  the  fluids  it  meets 
with  in  the  ftomach,  &c. 
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Lead  and  it’s  preparations,  introduced  into 
the  habit,  fo  as  not  to  be  quickly  mortal,  from 
the  quantity  adminiftered,  produces  violent  co- 
lics, confumptions,  contractions  of  the  joints, 
tremors,  palfies,  &c. 

Arfenic,  in  minute  dofes,  will  produce  fimilar 
effeCts,  which  are,  perhaps,  never  got  the 
better  of. 

Other  minerals  produce  violent  effeCts  on  the 
fyftem  j and  fome  become  fo  cauftic  by  com- 
bination, as  to  corrode  and  deftroy  the  parts 
to  which  they  are  applied. 

In  it’s  crude  ftate,  mercury  is  not  obferved 
to  have,  or  produce,  any  remarkable  effeCts  on 
the  body,  and  quantities  of  it  have  been  found 
lodged  in  cavities  (upon  diffeCtion)  which  gave 
no  uneafinefs  through  life  *.  It,  therefore, 
requires  a feparation  or  divifion  of  it’s  particles 
to  produce  obvious  effeCts.  When  thus  divid- 
ed. 


* Mead,  on  poifons. 
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ed,  either  by  combination  with  acids,  air,  or 
gummy  fubftances,  it  acts,  with  more  or  lefs 
violence,  according  to  the  preparation  made  ufe 
of,  the  quantity  of  fuch  preparation,  and,  per- 
haps, alfo  according  to  the  date  of  the  body  at 
the  time  of  ufing  it.  Certainly,  the  more 
debile  the  body  is  to  which  it  is  applied,  the 
effedh  will  be  fo  much  the  more  violent  and 
quick. 

Moji  of  it’s  effedts  on  the  fyftem  undoubt- 
edly depend  on  it’s  ftimulant  power,  and  are 
to  be  explained  from  itj  as,  it’s  proving  emetic, 
purgative,  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  &c.  and  it’s 
caufing  inflammation  in  ulcers,  in  a degree  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  formation  of  good  pus,  when 
externally  applied. 

The  employment  of  it,  either  by  the  mouth 
or  {kin,  fa  as  to  enter  the  lymphatics,  removes 
obftrudtion  of  the  glands,  by  ftimulating  the 
veflfels  into  adtidn;  and  will  feldom  fail  in  pro- 
ducing that  effedt,  if  the  gland  has  not  become 

impervious 
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impervious  from  the  concretion  of  the  vefTcls, 
or  too  far  diftended  by  it’s  indurated  contents, 
fo  that  the  fibres  cannot  recover  their  tone. 

When  mercury  is  either  introduced  into  the 
habit  by  the  mouth,  or  applied  to  the  (kin,  in 
cutaneous  affections,  we  can  account  for  it’s 
fuccefs  only  on  it’s  Itimulant  power. 

It  aCts  as  an  efcharotic,  fome  of  it’s  prepa- 
rations being  fuccefsfully  ufed  in  deftroying 
fungous  flefh,  by  the  fame  power. 

r „-v  r ..... . , „ ■ * _ • 

In  lhorr,  in  what  way  foever  we  view  the 
operations  of  this  medicine,  we  mult  impute 
them  chiefly  to  this  power ; remembering,  how- 
ever, that  in  the  Venereal  dileafe,  it  exerts  an 
antidotal  one  in  conjunction  with  that  power: 
nor  can  any  thing  we  have  faid,  in  thus  taking 
a view  of  the  aCticn  of  mercury,  be  conftrued 
in  any  manner  that  may  tend  to  the  refutation 
of  fuch  an  opinion  ; — an  opinion,  as  already 
obferved,  iupported  by  faCts.  Proceed  we  now 
to  examine,  whether  that  debility  already  men- 
tioned. 
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tioned,  does  or  does  not  follow  It’s  ufe.  As 
we  go  on,  we  fhall  not  lofe  fight  of  what  we 
have  already  faid  of  it’s  antidotal  power. 

That  languor,  inability  to  perform  wonted 
exercifes,  lofs  of  appetite,  palenefs  of  the  coun- 
tenance and  flabbinefs  of  the  Ikin,  laxity,  pale- 
nefs and  fponginefs  of  the  gums  ; vertigo, 
profufe  fweats  on  flight  exertions,  naufea,  a 
quick  weak  and  fmall  pulfe,  fever*,  fwelling  of 
the  legs,  pains  in  the  articulations,  and  other 
fymptoms  of  extreme  debility  follow  mercurial 
courfes  ; and  thefe,  in  a greater  or  lefs  degree, 
according  to  the  quantity  taken,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances,  cannot  have  efcaped  the  notice  of 
thofe  who  are  much  converfant  in  pra&ice. 
Nay,  fuch  debility  have  we  known  follow  mer- 
curial courfes,  as  brought  on  dropfical  and 
fometimes  pulmonic  complaints,  with  a long 
train  of  evils. 

From  the  property  of  mercury  atting  as  a 
ftrong  ftimulant,  it  might  be  expefted,  that  in- 
flammation. 


. See  Plenk,  Swidhauer,  &c. 
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Hammation,  in  a high  degree,  would  often  follow 
it’s  ufe  in  full  habits;  this,  however,  is  pre- 
vented, by  the  ufual  mode  of  exhibiting  it  in 
fmall  dofes,  and  a gradual  manner  : befides, 
the  tranfition  from  fuch  a ftate  to  that  of  debi- 
lity, Js  commonly  fo  very  rapid,  that  wc  can 
fcarce  obferve  this  effedt.  That  fuch,  however, 
may  actually  happen,  in  a certain  degree,  we 
can  have  no  doubt,  from  the  effects  of  ftimu- 
lants  in  general,  and  from  the  nature  of  this  as 
belonging  to  that  clafs. 


It  has  been  obferved  that  whilft  mercury 
operated  on  the  fyftem,  the  blood  drawn  was 
covered  with  a buffy  coat.  Notwithftanding 
this,  however,  we  can  by  no  means  fuppofe 
that  fuch  perfons  were  labouring  under  general 
inflammation ; their  pale,  emaciated  looks,  and 
the  degree  of  relaxation  which  foon  follows  it’s 
ufe,  fufficiently  warrants  this  opinion.  At  this 
time,  too,  the  pulfe  is  quick  and  fmall,  encreaf- 
ing  it’s  pulfations  to  120  or  130  in  a minute, 
Jometimesj  which  proves  the  vis  vitae  to  be 
D confiderably 


confiderably  diminilhedi  for  wc  find  fuch  a 
pulie  in  putrid  fevers,  the  confluent  fmall- 
pox,  &c. 

From  thefe  effefts,  then,  which  are  pretty 
uniform,  and  from  the  foregoing  account,  we 
hope  it  will  be  admitted,  that  mercury  a£ts  as 
a general  ftimulant,  not  to  be  overcome  or  af- 
fimilated  by  the  powers  of  the  fyftem,  fo  as  to 
form  a part  of  it ; and,  therefore,  inducing  de- 
bility in  it.  By  what  is  to  come  after,  this  will 
be  further  confirmed,  and  all  together  would 
lead  us  to  Conclude  it  injudicious,  to  ufe  large 
evacuations,  or  indeed  almoft  any,  as  prepa- 
ratory to,  and  an  abftemious  regimen  during  a 
courfe  of  this  medicine ; as  from  fuch  practice, 
longer  time  is  taken  to  get  rid  of  the  firfl:  com- 
plaint, if  it  is  cured  at  all,  and  frequently 
others,  as  before  obferved,  induced  by  fuch 
treatment. 

From  fuch  a view  of  the  fubjett  we  fliould 
proceed  to  that  method  of  adminiftering  mer- 
cury 
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cury  which  appears  to  us,  in  confequencc  of 
our  theory,  to  be  moft  rational,  and  belt  cal- 
culated for  removing  difeafe  ■,  but  are  ftopt  by 
a queftion  which  prevents  itfelf  in  die  invefti- 
gation  of  this  matter.  It  is  this  * 

Why  does  mercury  produce,  particularly, 
falivation,  when  applied  as  a remedy  to  human 
bodies,  and  lpafms  and  contractions  in  thofe 
employed  in  preparing  it  in  the  arts,  feparating 
it  from  cinnabar,  & c.  ? 

This  has  always  appeared  extraordinary  to 
the  writers  on  this  fubjeCt ; and,  if  we  miftake 
not,  is  to  this  day  rather  admired  at,  than  ac- 
counted for.  But,  when  we  confider,  diat  fali- 
vation, and  that  to  a great  degree,  appears  in 
thefe  perfons,  as  well  as  the  contractions  $ (and 
indeed  we  ftiould  fuppofe  commonly  precedes 
fuch  fpafmodic  affeCtions)  our  wonder  will 
ceafe  ; particularly,  when  we  find  ourfelyes 
enabled  to  trace  the  production  of  falivation 
itfelf. 

D 2 
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Thefe  appearances,  then,  appear  to  us,  evi- 
dently, to  depend  on  the  debilitating  effects  of 
this  mineral  fluid  3 — for  falivation  is  not  pro- 
duced, until  fome  fymptoms  of  weaknefs  are 
induced,  fome  quantity  (generally  fpeaking) 
taken  into  the  habit,  or  without  it  is  aaminifter- 
ed  to  perfons  of  very  irritable  ones : in  which 
laft  cafes,  for  in  all  the  eflfedt  is  the  fame,  nearly, 
but  varying  in  time  and  degree,  except  it  pafies 
off  by  the  inteftinal  tube,  it  is  produced  very 
quickly.  From  all  which,  as  well  as  other 
reafons,  we  are  led  to  fuppofe,  that  this  dif-» 
charge  is  caufed  by  general  debility. 

The  more  we  attend  to  this  matter,  the  more 
we  are  confirmed  in  it. 

Salivation  is  not  readily  induced  in  a perfon 
of  vigour,  whofe  organs  of  digellion  are  ftrong  j 
nor  in  a perfon  of  tolerable  ftrength,  who  lives 
at  the  fame  time  on  a diet  of  animal  food,  and 

1 

ufes  a good  deal  of  exercife  3 until  he  is  brought 

low 
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low  by  difeafe,  medicine,  confinement,  or  by  an 
abftemious  courfe. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  eafily  brought  on  in 
weak  vifcera  in  the  fcorbutic,  and  in  thofe  of 
delicate  habits  ; and,  by  the  acrid  preparations 
of  mercury  more  readily  than  by  the  mild. 

In  the  dyfpeptic  there  is,  fo t the  mod  part, 
a flow  of  faliva  to  the  mouth,  which  is  in  greater 
or  lefs  degree,  or  quantity,  according  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the  difeafe,  and  other  circumftances. 
In  fuch,  we  have  known  a falivation,  without  a 
particle  of  any  medicine  whatever,  proceed  to 
the  quantity  of  many  ounces  in  the  day. 

Sedentary  perfons,  the  ftudious,  women  who 
lead  indolent  lives,  and  many  mechanics,  who, 
from  the  nature  of  their  occupations  are  obliged 
to  fit  conftantly,  have  rarely  any  great  thirfi: ; 
owing  to  the  quantity  of  faliva  fecreted ; and 
we  well  know,  fuch  perfons  are  very  liable 
to,  and  often  really  are  violently  affli&ed  with, 

dyfpeptic 
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dyfpeptic  complaints,  and  great  laxity  of  fibre. 
In  fuch,  mercury  produces  it’s  falivating  effe&s, 
generally,  quickly  ; and  it  is  well  known,  when 
falivation  proceeds  to  any  confiderable  height, 
that  gripes  and  diarrhoea,  with,  fometimes, 
bloody  {tools,  come  on ; whilft  the  ftomach  be- 
comes fo  greatly  weakened,  that  the  fmalleft 
portion  of  food  creates  the  greateft  uneafinefs. 
Naufea  and  vomiting,  are  fometimes  obferved 
at  fuch  periods. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  cannot  find  the  leaft 
affinity  between  mercury  and  faliva : they  will 
fcarce  by  any  means  combine  *,  even  in  the  . 
minuted  portions  ; nor  do  we  fee  any  colour  of 
reafon  for  fuppofing,  (as  we  have  heard  fome 
fupport)  that  a particular  union  is  formed  with 
this  fluid,  when  taken  into  the  habit,  more  than 
any  other  in  die  body. 

If  mercury  had  any  particular  connexion 
with,  or  difpofition  more  particularly  to  effeft 

the 


* Plenk,  by  Saunders. 
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the  fali vary  glands,  why  lhould  the  gums  be- 
come fofr,  fpongy  and  fore,  and  the  breath 
foetid  before  falivation  comes  on  ? And  why 
fhould  a generous  diet,  with  moderate  exercife 
and  warm  cloathing,  prevent  this  effect  ^ even 
when  pretty  large  quantities  of  the  medicine 
are  adminiftered  ? BefideS,  it  cannot  be  owing 
to  any  determination  to  the  falivary  glands, 
particularly,  or  from  inflaming  thefc  glands  j for 
when  falivation  is  induced,  die  body  in  every 
fart  is  debilitated  j and  thefe  glands,  though 
greatly  enlarged  and  irritable,  are  not  affeded 
with  inflammation,  properly  fo  {tiled,  but  rather 
with  that  fpecies,  or  bordering  on  that  fpecies, 
of  affedion  which  appears  in  the  fauces  in  the 
putrid  fore  throat.  Other  fecretions,  as  -well  as 
the  falivary  one,  are  encreafed  in  falivation  j as 
urine,  &c.  We  cannot  refrain  obferving  here, 
that  many  of  our  fecretions  are  greatly  encreaf- 
«d  in  low  difeafes as  urine.,  in  diabetes  and 
hyfteria  j bile,  in  the  yellow  fever  of  the  Eafl 
and  Weft  Indies,  &c. 


It 
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It  feems,  therefore,  highly  probable  at  leaft, 
that  we  are  to  trace  falivation  from  the  debi- 
litating effe£ts  of  mercury  on  the  fyftem  ; and 
this  debility  feems  more  evident  in  the  ftomach, 
than  any  where  elfe  : — and  this  may  be  well 
fuppofed  muft  happen,  both  from  it’s  ftrutture 
and  office. 

• 

Why  it  produces  fpafms  and  contraftions,  I 
think  may  be  readily  explained,  from  what  has 
been  already  obferved  of  it’s  ftimulant  power 
when  applied  in  exceffive  quantity  ; as  happens 
to  thofe  employed  in  working  mercury,  and  who 
are  almoft  perpetually  immerfed  in  it’s  vapour. 

« Fabri  aurarii  a folius  hydrargyri  vapore, 
*f  frequentes  fudores  frigidos,  lypothymias, 
“ convulfiones,  laffitudines,  tremores,  ftyali/mos 
“ fibi  contrahunt.” 

Ephem.  Germ.  dec.  i.  an.  i.  obf.  81, 

tc  Rari  admodum  funt  fofiores,  & hujufce 
c<  material  artifices,  tametfi  robuftiffimi  fuerint 

“ tempe- 
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te  temperament!,  qui  in  eo  opere,  ad  quartum 
tc  ufque  annum,  incolumes  perdurare  valeant  ; 
“ quippe  partium  omnium  tremore  concuti- 
tc  untur.” 

Matth.  apud  Alfton,  pag.  80.  V.  i. 

Upon  the  foregoing  principles  we  can  ex- 
plain the  different  phenomena  attending  the 
ufe  of  mercury ; as,  why  it  produces  very  mo- 
derate effedts  in  fome,  whilft  in  other  confti- 
tutions,  the  molt  violent  fymptoms  are  quickly 
brought  on  by  it.  Why  it  produces  falivation, 
gripes,  or  diarrhoeas,  in  cold  countries,  fo  that 
patients  are  obliged  to  remove  to  warm  ones 
for  the  cure  of  difeafe,  in  order,  that  thefe 
effedts  may  be  obviated ; and  why  alfo,  over- 
relaxing heat,  by  confinement  in  clofe  rooms, 
rolling  the  body  in  quantities  of  flannel,  and 
at  the  fame  time  an  abftemious  regimen,  hot 
baths,  &c.  produce  the  fame  effects  as  com- 
plained of  in  the  other  extreme.  The  caufe 
of  failure,  alfo,  in  attempting  the  cure  of  dif- 
eafe by  large  quantities  frequently  repeated,  (as 

E thus 
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thus  the  fyftem  becomes  overcharged,)  and 
either  falivation  is  induced,  or  violent  diarrhoea 
brought  on,  may  be  readily  accounted  for: 
why  the  acrid  preparations  produce  thefe  ef- 
fects in  a more  remarkable  manner ; and,  all'o, 
why  ulcers,  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  have 
arifen  during  it’s  continuance,  attended  even 
with  caries  and  gangroene. 

It  may  poflibly,be  alked  here.  If  falivation 
follows  mercury  from  it’s  debilitating  effe&s  on 
the  body  in  general,  and  appearing  more  par- 
ticularly in  this  difcharge,  and  the  weaknefs  of 
the  ftomach,  and  other  abdominal  vifcera ; why 
is  not  the  fame  effect  produced,  when  the  body 
is  debilitated  by  other  caufes  ? 

We  would  anfwer  this  by  another  queftion; 
Why  is  the  appetite  encreafed  in  diabetes,  whilft 
the  fyftem  in  general  is  weakened  : or,  why 
does  the  appetite  often  remain,  while  not  only 
the  body  in  general  is  debilitated,  but  even  the 
abdominal  vifcera  difeafed  ; as  in  rickets  ? 


But 
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But  that  we  may  not  even  feem  to  avoid  this 
queftion,  although  we  might  fafely  pals  it  over 
until  the  above  queries  were  anfwered  ; we  ob- 
ferve,  that  particular  difeafes,  have  their  pecu- 
liar fymptoms  ; by  which,  although  joined  with 
fome  fymptoms  of  other  morbid  affe&ions, 
they  are  in  general  diftinguiihed  from  fuch. 
Hyfteria,  which  according  to  Sydenham,  and 
others,  puts  on  various  appearances*  is  known 
by  the  globe  or  ball  afcending  to  the  fauces, 
and  by  the  copious  flow  of  limpid  urine,  &c. 
which  frequently  attends  it.  We  often  obferve  a 
flow  of  faliva  to  the  mouth  in  this  difeafe. 

As  we  find  fome  difeafes,  where  debility  prevails, 
affeCt  the  abdominal  vifcera  more  than  others  ; 
fo  alfo  do  we  find  a diverfuy  in  fuch  affections. 

-*  i z z v,vc*  -*  ' 

In  Scurvy,  fome  of  the  phenomena  greatly 
rcfemble  what  happens  in  falivation:  to  wit, 
lax,  fpongy  gums  and  loofe  teeth,  foetid  breath, 
excoriation  of  the  inner  parts  of  the  mouth, 
general  weaknefs,  particularly  of  jh£  joints ; 

E 2 and 


( 3«  ) 

and,  moft  commonly,  a more  than  ufual  flow 
ofTaliva  to  the  mouth. 

* * ^ | .-#*11.  - • I . . ••  . 4.'.,  J f tj  A*  A * J 

Eru'ttarions,  flatulencies,  anxieties,  • profufe 
difcharges  of  urine,  • obftinate  coftivenefs,  and 
a thin  and  frequent  fpitting  attend  melancholia. 

See  Boerh.  A$h.  1109. 

L,:  tt;>  c:  • - 

In  Pyrofis,  and  frequently  in  Cardialgia, 
there  is  obferved  a copious  fpitting : moreover 
we  obferve,  that  difagreeable  things  taken  into 
the  mouth,  tranfmitted  to  the  ftomach,  and 
rendering  it  uneafy,  although  the  mouth  (hall 
have  been  walked  after  fwallowing  them,  oc- 
■caflon  frequent  and  copious  lputation.  A dofe 
tof  corroflve  fublimate,  in  fpirits  or  in  water, 
•has  thus  cailfed  a fpitting,  which  has  continued 

for  upwards  of  half  an  hour. 

r>  amrr.one  vfnei  tv  J - > tu 

But  what  tends  ftrongly  to  confirm  the  idea 
of  falivation  being  caufed  by  debility,  and 
which  debility  appears  more  remarkably  in  the 

vifeera  of  the  abdomen,  is,  that  this  difeharge 

f „ : j.  is 
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is  moil  effectually  removed,  and  may  be  com- 
pletely prevented,  by  whatever  ftrengthens 
thefe  organs:  whilft  debilitating  powers  ap- 
plied either  encreafe  the  difcharge,  or  bring  on 
diarrhoea.  We  would  alfo  obferve,  that,  fo 
far  as  we  know,  falivation  does  not  arife  in  any 
perfons,  except  their  organs  of  digeftion  are 
weakened  ; or  without  irritating  fubftances  are 
applied  to  the  falivary  glands  themfelves,  or 
parts  contiguous. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  cautions  to  be 
obferved  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  medicine 
itfelf,  and  to  the  regulation  of  patients  under 
courfes  of  this  metallic  fluid  ; we  think  it  ne- 
rtflary  to  fay  a few  words  on  it’s  preparations 
in  general,  and  to  give  our  reafons  for  thinking, 
why  fome  fhould  be  preferred,  and  why  others 
feem  altogether  unfit  for  the  cure  of  dii'eafe. 

As  we  fuppofe  that  mercury  cannot  remove 
the  venereal  difeafe,  without  coming  into  con- 
tad  with  every  particle  of  the  virus  difiemi- 

nated 
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natcd  through  the  body,  and  ading  upon  it ; 
and  as  it  appears  likely,  that  in  other  obftinate 
complaints,  alfo,  it  exerts  it’s  influence  the 
more  effe&ually,  the  farther  it  is  carried  into  the 
fyftem,  fo  as  to  affed  every  the  minuteft  part 
of  it : therefore,  it  would  feem,  that  fuch  pre- 
paration or  combination,  which  may  enter  every 
the  fmaileft  capillary,  and  be  taken  Jafely  for 
fuch  time  as  is  neceflary  for  removing  the  dif- 
eafe,  without  producing  violent  effe&s,  muft 
be  the  beft. 

From  what  has  preceded,  it  will  fcarce  be 
fuppofed  we  fhall  reckon  among  fuch,  either 
corrofive  fublimate,  mercurius  dulcis,  mercu- 
rius  calcinatus,  or  turbith  mineral,  with  a long 
lift  of  others  of  a fimilar  nature  from  the 
adminiftration  of  which  (fome  more  particularly 
than  others)  in  fmall  dofes,  follow  profufe 
diarrhoeas,  tenefmus,  vomiting,  and  falivation. 

Any  medicine  which  creates  a great  degree 
of  irritation  in  the  firft  paflages,  is  ill  adapted 
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for  entering  the  mouths  of  fuch  delicate  vefiels 
as  the  lafteals.  Indeed  we  imagine  that  no 
highly  irritating  fubftance  whatever,  can  enter 
them,  until  firft  well  diluted,  and  fheathed  by 
the  furrounding  mucus.  If  this  is  truly  the 
cafe,  then,  we  clearly  fee  one  difadvantage  at- 
tending them,  viz.  that  of  not  being  taken 
into  the  mafs  in  fuch  quantity  (in  irritable  ha- 
bits particularly)  as  we  may  with. 

Thefe  confiderations  mud  give  a decided 
fuperiority  to  the  fimpleft  preparations ; fuch 
as  that  of  Plenk,  with  gum,  or  the  mercurial 
pill  of  the  Edin.  pharmacopeia  5 which,  in- 
deed, have  all  the  advantages  of  the  former 
(if  carefully  prepared)  without  their  difadvan- 
tages.  Not  one  of  the  acrid  preparations  can 
be  given  with  fuch  certainty,  as  their  opera- 
tion is  more  precarious.  All  thefe  produce 
very  remarkable  and  quick  efiefts  in  a few 
days,  before  it  can  be  fuppofed  that  a fuffkient 
quantity  is  taken  into  the  habit  for  the  removal 
of  difeafej  and  evidently,  before  the  removal 
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of  many  fymtoms  of  that  difeafe.  Befides, 
with  thefe  very  preparations,  we  are  ordered 
to  combine  opiates,  and  to  give  them  in  the 
minuteft  dofes,  in  order  to  render  them  more 
mild  in  their  operation.  No  fuch  combination 
is  requifite  with  crude  mercury,  divided  by 
gums,  honey,  or  mucilage ; which  may  be 
continued,  with  proper  management,  for  many 
weeks,  nay  for  months,  without  inducing  any 
violent  fymptom. 

Hence  then,  it  would  feeiVi,  that  all  the  ar- 
canas  and  boafted  preparations  of  mercury,  are 
inferior  to  the  above  fimple  combinations  of 
it;  but,  as  the  efficacy  of  thefe  laft  de- 
pend on  the  purity  of  the  mercury  itfelf, 
we  fhould  be  particularly  careful  in  this  re- 
fpedb ; for  which  reafon,  attention  to  the  direc- 
tions heretofore  mentioned  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary ; to  which,  we  may  add,  that,  if  upon 
being  rubbed  with  vinegar  it  imparts  any  fweet- 
nefs  to  it,  it  is  unfit  for  ufe. 
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Combinations  of  mercury  with  antimony, 
heretofore  much  attended  to,  do  not  leem  to 
encreafe  the  efficacy  of  the  former ; arid  all : 
combinations  of  it,  with  aCtive  fubftances,  feem 
only  to  render  it  more  or  lefs  acrid,  without 
extending  it’s  virtues  *.  All  fuch,  then,  may 
be  properly  comprehended  under  what  was  laid 
of  acrid  preparations  in  general.  We  lhall 
only  add  to  this  account  of  the  preparations  for 
internal  ufe,  that  the  unguentum  citrinum, 
mercurius  dulcis,  and  mercurial  ointment  of  the 
Edin.  College,  feem  abundantly  fufficient  for 
external  purpofes,  in  the  variety  of  local,  as 
well  as  general  affections,  for  which  mercury  is 
applied.  Extremely  acid  preparations  are  pain- 
ful, as  well  as  unneceffary ; npr  do  we  think 
there  is  any  purpofe  they  are  applied  to  effeCt, 
which  thefe  few  will  not  fucceed  in,  and  with 
more  eafe. 

, j f.  .....  ,,  ^ .......  ; 

* That  fulphur  mixed,  in  large  portion,  with  this  fluid 
renders  it  almoft  inert,  is  well  known.  It  is  a Angular  effedl, 
and  is  to  be  confldered  only  as  an  exception  to  the  general 
rule  laid  down. 
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Wc  have  repeatedly  known  mercurius  dulcis 
remove  chancres  in  a few  days,  without  uneafi- 
nefs  ; by  fprinkling  them  frequently  with  it  i 
and,  believe  it  will  fcarce  fail  in  fuch  cafes. 

The  ungentum  citrinum,  we  are  allured,  is 
very  powerful  in  removing  many  cutaneous  af- 
fections, as  well  as  venereal  feurfs,  by  Dr. 
Monro  ; who,  alfo  informs  us,  that  it  produces 
excellent  effeCts  in  old  ulcers:  and,  from  it’s 
aCtive  ftimulant  properties,  we  may  judge  fo. 

In  confequence  of  that  difpute  which  has 
arifen  with  refpeCt  to  the  nature  of  the  two  ap- 
pearances following  impure  coition,  name- 
ly gonorroea  and  lues  venerea,  it  has  been 
doubted  whether  mercury  was  neceflary  in  the 
former;  as,  by  fome,  it  is  fuppofed  that  this 
matter  is  of  a different  nature  from  the  lues, 
and  may  be  cured  by  lenients,  without  the 
neceffity  of  recurring  to  fo  Herculean  a re- 
medy; which,  they  think,  may  injure  thecon- 
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ftitution,  without  producing  counterbalancing 
advantages. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  enter  into  this  dis- 
pute j becaufe  it  is  not  eafily  brought  to  the  tell 
of  experiment,  and  becaufe  we  hope  the  method 
recommended  of  adminiftering  mercury,  with 
as  much  fafety  as  any  remedy  whatever,  may 
obviate  the  objections  formed  againft  it’s  ufe. 

It  ferves  our  purpofe,  alfo,  to  have  obferved, 
with  many  others,  that  gonorrhoea  frequently 
yields  to  mercury : and,  we  have  repeatedly 
known  recent,  as  well  as  infections  of  this  na- 
ture of  a long  duration,  quickly  cured  by  the 
application  of  mercurial  ointment  to  the  penis, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  uretha  j giving,  at  the  fame 
time,  plenty  of  mucilaginous  diluents  j with 
now  and  then  an  anodyne  to  abate  irritation 
when  exceffive:  in  which  courfe,  bathing  the 
parts  with  warm  milk  and  Water,  greatly  con- 
tributed to  the  alleviation  of  inflammatory 
fymptoms. 
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Whether  the  cure  would  not  have  fucceeded 
without  the  ointment,  we  will  not  pretend  to 
fay but  we  well  know,  infections  of  years  (land- 
ihg,  of  this  nature,  have  been  fpeedily  removed 
by  the  preceding  courfe. 

It  is  obferved  in  that  treatife  lately  pablifhed, 
which  we  have  had  occafion  in  the  former  part 
of  this  effay  to  mention,  that  gonorrhoea  has 
been  contracted,  whilft  a patient  has' been  under 
a courfe  of  mercury ; and,  this  is  thought  to  be 
a proof,  that  this  medicine  does  not  exert  an 
antidotal  power.  We  mull,  again,  repeat  that 
we  cannot  admit  this  as  a proof ; becaufe,  the 
portion  of  mercury  circulating  with  the  mafs  of 
fluids  and  coming  into  contaCt  with  that  matter 
which  produced  gonorrhoea,  at  the  time,  or 
even  after  coition,  might  not  have  been  fuffi- 
cient  for  it’s  faturation.  We  know  for  a cer- 
tainty that  venereal  ulcers  are  effectually  cured 
by  mercurials  ; it  remains  to  be  proved,  whether 
other  applications  will  fucceed  as  effectually. 
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Mercurial  injedions,  or,  indeed,  any  other,  in 
gonorrhoea,  feem  not  only  unneceflary,  but  im- 
proper during  the  virulence  of  the  difcharge  ; 
often  encreafing  the  inflammatory  fymptoms, 
and  forcing  a tainted  mucus  further  into  the 
urethra  ; whence,  frequently,  various  ill  confe- 
quences  arife  ; as,  a fwelling  of  the  teftes,  lup- 
preflion  of  urine,  and  fuch  inflammation  may 
be  induced  as  will  end  in  ftridure  ; and,  in  re- 
ality, there  is  reafon  to  imagine,  that  ftridures 
of  the  urethra  arife  from  this  caufe  more  fre- 
quently than  any  other : for,  although  they 
fometimes  lucceed  in  Hopping  the  difcharge, 
and  that  fpeedily,  yet  where  the  rifque  is  great, 
and  in  very  irritable  habits  every  degree  of  in- 
flammation is  dangerous,  we  would  gladly  fee 
them  dilcarded.  If  the  cure  by  ointment  is 

l 

not  quite  fo  foon  efFeded,  we  believe  it’s  cer- 
tainty and  lafety  is  much  greater. 

• # . 'i  .t  r 

When  the  inflammation  has  fubflded,  and  the 
difcharge  has  loft  it’s  virulence,  proceeding 
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from  laxity  only  ; perhaps  gently  aftringent  in- 
jections may  be  employed  with  advantage.  * 

That  mercury  will  not  always  remove  lue9 
when  ufed  fo  as  to  promote  falivation,  even  by 
repetition  in  the  fame  perfon,  is  abundantly 
proved  from  numberlefs  examples  and  as  well 
known,  at  the  fame  time,  that  of  all  the  reme- 
dies we  are  acquainted  with,  this  only  is  with 
certainty  to  be  relied  on  for  the  cure  of  this 
malady : this,  alone,  Sufficiently  proves  that  the 
idea  of  mercury  curing  it  by  evacuation  is  not 
well  founded.  Good  effefts,  in  confirmed 
cafes,  are  in  general  only  found,  when  it  is  ‘ufed 
in  fuch  a manner  as  to  pervade  the  whole  ha- 
bit, without  producing  any  remarkable  dis- 
charge. The  repeated  fuccefs  attendant  on 
fuch  method  warrants  this  afiertion. 

Some,  indeed,  do  not  hefitate  to  affirm,  that 
the  venereal  is  a difeafe  of  mere  laxity  or  de- 
bility, and  that  ftirnulant  remedies,  by  remov- 
ing 


( 47  ) 

ing  this,  will  cure  it,  without  inducing  the 
evils  which  have  been  complained  of,  as  fol- 
lowing the  ufe  of  mercury ; (great  part  of 
which  evils,  however,  are  oftener  to  be  attri- 
buted to  an  impoverilhing  regimen,  &c.  than 
to  the  medicine  itfelf)  therefore,  fay  they,  no- 
thing more  is  necelfary  than  that  the  patient 
fhould  drink  plentifully,  and  for  a continuance, 
of  wine  or  fpirits,  or  fuch  like  ftimuli ; or  to 
take  opium.  To  this  Jlrange  bypotbefis  it  may 
be  only  neceflary  to  oppole  fatts  j for  it  is  well 
known  that  opium  has  repeatedly  failed,  under 
the  mod  judicious  management.  (We  might 
appeal  to  examples  within  our  own  knowledge.) 
And,  if  all  ftimulant  medicines  will  cure  this 
difeale,  why  will  not  antimony,  copper,  or  it's 
preparations,  iron,  zinc,  tobacco,  hemlock, 
euphorbium,  or  any  other  acid  and  ftimulating 
fubftance  animal,  vegetable,  or  mineral,  fuc- 
ceed,  when  applied  to  chancres,  or  given  in- 
ternally. 
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On  the  other  hand,  a very  ingenious  writer 
informs  us,  that  mercury  cures  this  difeafe  by 
removing  a morbid  irritability  of  the  folids, 
induced  by  the  venereal  virus;  and,  in  which 
he  fuppofes  the  difeafe  to  confift.  Now,  we 
would  appeal  to  every  practitioner,  who  has  had, 
even  moderate,  opportunities  of  feeing  patients 
labouring  under  this  difeafe,  and  undergoing 
mercurial  courfes  for  it’s  cure;  whether  the 
folids  do  not  become  evidently  more  irritable 
after  mercury  has  affeCted  the  fyftem,  than 
they  appeared  before.  In  thofe,  who  have  not 
taken  it  for  the  cure  of  the  lues,  but  for  other 
affections,  the  fame  thing  is  obvious.  We 
imagine  it  will  fcarce  be  doubted  by  this  au- 
thor, that  there  is  a great  degree  of  irritability 
prevails  in  feurvy ; yet  furely,  mercury  to  re- 
move this  would  be  improper. 

As  before  obferved,  we  can  readily  perceive 
the  realon  why  ulcers  remain  after  large  quan- 
tities of  mercury  have  been  taken  fo  as  to  in- 
duce falivation,  from  the  exceffive  debility  in- 
duced 
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cluced  both  by  medicine  and  regimen.  The 
venereal  difeafe,  however,  is  often  actually 
eradicated  from  the  fyftem,  whilft  fuch  ulcers 
remain  in  different  parts  of  the  body;  and 
would  frequently  heal  of  themfelves,  was  the 
ufe  of  mercury  laid  alide.  Hence  it  appears, 
that  whilft  the  body  is  overloaded  with  this  flu- 
id, or  in  other  words,  that  too  great  a quantity 
has  been  given,  we  may  be  deceived  in  the  ac- 
tual Hate  of  out  patient ; being  liable  to  luppofe 
his  ulcerated  appearance  arifes  from,  or  de- 
pends upon,  the  ftubbornnefs  of  the  venereal 
difeafe ; whilft  the  reverfe  is  truly  the  cafe 

It  is  no  eafy  matter,  perhaps,  to  form  a cer- 
tain judgment,  without  firft  difcontinuing  the 
medicine  for  fome  days,  and  obferving  the 
effects  of  fuch  procedure,  whilft  the  patient  is 
allowed  a full  and  generous  diet : if  the  ulcers 
do  not  feem  to  mend  by  fuch  means,  a further 
quantity  of  mercury  may  be  neceflfary. 

If,  in  the  cure  of  difeafe,  we  adminifter 
Plenck’s  preparation  with  gum,  in  the  form  of 
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pills,  thefe  fhould  be  made  frefli  every  fourth 
or  fifth  day ; as,  on  being  kept,  they  are  apt 
to  become  fo  hard,  that  pofiibly  they  might 
pafs  the  primas  vice  undifiolved. 

Mercurial  friction,  however,  feems  the  moll 
eligible  method  of  introducing  this  fiuid  into 
the  fyftem ; but  where  it  is  either  difagreeable 
to  the  patient,  or  frets  the  fkin  too  much,  the 
pills  may  be  recurred  to ; and  either  the  for- 
mer, or  thofe  made  according  to  the  Edin. 
Difpenfatory,  with  honey,  may  be  adminiftered. 

Mercury  has  been,  and  is  daily  ufed  for  a va- 
riety of  complaints,  but  it’s  frequent  failure 
in  the  cure  of  many  difeafes  has,  with  juftice, 
abridged  it’s  ufe.  It  is  unnecefiary,  and  per- 
haps might  be  deemed  arrogant  in  me,  to  enter 
into  a detail  of  thofe  which  feem  likely  to  be 
removed  by  it : this  will  readily  occur  from  the 
foregoing  account  of  it’s  operation  ; if  that  ex- 
plication by  future  experience  ftiall  be  found 
juft. 
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Wc  know  it  has  been  frequently  recommend- 
ed to  give  large  quantities  of  mercury  in  the 
Paffio  Iliaca,  or  Volvulus  ; — not  to  mention  the 
uncertainty,  which  every  one  knows  muft  at- 
tend it’s  exhibition  in  this  cafe } we  are  allured, 
by  a celebrated  profelTor,  that,  upon  the  dif- 
fedtion  of  a man,  to  whom  labouring  under  this 
difeafe,  this  fluid  had  been  copioully  adminif- 
tered,  he  found  the  mercury  every  where  di- 
vided into  fmall  globules  j part  in  the  intef- 
tines,  part  in  the  ftomach  j fo  that  the  mecha- 
nical preflfure  which  it  was  expedted  would, 
from  it’s  weight,  have  been  exerted,  was  loft : 
and,  as  we  often  learn  more  from  one  unfuc- 
cefsful,  than  from  many  fortunate  cafes  ; may 
we  not  fuppofe  that  in  thofe  which  come  under 
the  latter  denomination,  where  this  method 
has  been  pradticed,  other  circumftances  may 
have  contributed  to— perhaps  effedted — a cure  ? 

It  Jometimes  happens,  that  in  venereal  pa- 
tients, ulcers,  from  their  appearance,  are  pretty 
certain  marks  of  the  difeafe  not  being  cured, 
G 2 whilft 


whilft  under  courfes  of  mercury,  when  thefe 
laft  are  fo  conducted  as  not  to  induce  any  vio- 
lent fymptom.  In  fuch,  fumigations  with  cin- 
nabar, to  heal  them,  are  evidently  improper; 
becaufe  they  deceive  by  drying  up  the  fores. 
But  when  fuch  ulcers  fliew  a tendency  to  cica- 
trize, by  appearing  clean,  and  granulating  about 
the  edges,  fumigations  will  quicken  their  healing. 

It  is  propofed  in  the  adminiftration  of  mer- 
cury, in  whatever  difeafe  it  is  ufed;  to  pay 
ftridt  attention  on  it’s  firft  adminiftration  to 
full  and  mufcular  habits ; in  order  to  avoid 
bringing  on  any  inflammatory  fymptoms  by  this 
powerful  ftimulant;  but,  in  oppoflte  conftitu- 
tions,  and  even  in  robuft  ones,  after  it’s  ufe  for 
fome  time,  we  are  carefully  to  guard  againft 
it’s  debilitating  effedts.  This  is  to  be  done,  by 
never  fuffering  falivation  to  be  brought  on,  if 
poflible; — by  leaving  off  the  medicine  when  the 
gums  come  to  be  flightly  affedted ; by  a nou- 
rifhing  diet  of  foups,  animal  food,  and  jellies  ; 
with  the  moderate  ufe  of  wine ; — the  bark,  now 
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and  then,  with  exercife,  cither  on  foot,  horfe- 
back,  or  in  a carriage,  when  the  weather  will 
permit.  By  fuch  means,  it  may  be  continued 
w-ithout  injury,  for  al moll  any  period,  if  taken 
in  moderate  quantity. 

It  is  to  be,  always,  given,  combined  with  the 
mildeft  fubflances ; as  gum-arabic,  or  honey, 
(well  triturated  together)  in  order  that  it  may 
give  little  or  no  irritation,  but  be  readily  taken 
into  the  circulation : Ihould  it  create  the  fmall- 
elt  degree  of  uneafinefs,  an  opiate  is  either  to 
be  combined  with  it,  or  given  at  intervals. 

Should  falivation,  from  want  of  care  and  at- 
tention, appear,  it  is  to  be  immediately  fup- 
prefled,  for  obvious  reafons  : for  this  purpofe, 
we  have  not  found  any  thing  more  effedual 
than  laudanum  frequently  repeated.  Purga- 
tives, at  this  time,  are  liable  to  bring  on  violent 
diarrhoeas  ; and,  if  this  effed  doth  not  follow 
their  ufe,  the  lpitting  is  encreafed. 
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As  great  warmth  debilitates  the  body,  fo 
moderate  cloathing,  and  fuch  a temperature  of 
the  air  as  the  patient  feels  comfortable,  is  to 
be  preferred,  as  tending  to  ftrengthen  it.  Wet 
linen,  acids,  a damp  atmofphere,  exceflive  fa- 
tigue, with  every  thing  that  contributes  to  de- 
bilitate the  body,  are  to  be  carefully  fliunned. 

The  fame  cautions  are  requifite  in  the  internal 
adminiftration,  as  in  the  external  application,  of 
mercury. — In  the  latter,  the  patient  fhould  ap- 
ply it  himfclf,  if  he  has  ftrength,  if  not,  a 
careful  afliftant,  whofe  hand  for  this  purpofe  is 
covered  with  a piece  of  bladder,  is  to  be  en- 
trufted  with  the  execution  of  it.  Before  fric- 
tion, the  parts  fhould  be  carefully  lhaved,  and 
afterwards  covered  with  calicoe  or  flannel. 

When  the  ointment  is  defigned  to  affeft  a 
particular  gland,  it  is  not  to  be  applied  diredlly 
on  fuch  gland,  but  in  the  courfe  of  lymphatic 
circulation  to  it. 


Little 
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Uttle  feems  necefiary  to  be  faid  of  the  me- 
thod recommended,  by  fome,  of  introducing 
mercury  into  the  fyftem  by  the  lymphatics  of 
the  mouth  i as  the  difagreeablenefs  of  it,  as  well 
as  the  uncertainty  of  the  portion  this  way  taken 
into  the  habit,  with  other  caufes,  have  prc-  * 
vented  it’s  coming  into  general  ufe. 

As  we  know  not  into  whofe  hands  this  Efiay 
may  fall,  we  ferioufly  hope,  that  the  fandion 
granted  to  fuller  living,  whilft  under  mercurial 
courfes,  than  has  been  formerly  permitted,  will 
not  be  taken  by  the  unthinking  and  juvenile 
part  of  mankind  in  an  improper  fenfe.  We  will 
venture  to  aflert,  that  let  what  cautions  foever 
be  taken,  the  mifchiefs  arifing  from  repetitions 
of  infection  are  deftrudive  in  their  confequencesj 
and  no  one  can  be  ignorant  of  the  manifold 
mifchiefs  attending  excejs  in  eating  and  drink- 
ing, particularly,  whilft  labouring  under  difeafe. 

We  ftiall  finilh  this  fubjed  by  obferving,  that 
in  conftitutions  which  have  fuffered  much  from 
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the  ufe  of  this  remedy,  whether  by  it’s  bring- 
ing on  affections  of-  the  lungs,  great  general 
debility,  emaciation,  a very  irritable  ftat'e  of 
the  chylopoietic  vifcera,  or  when  ulcers  remain 
from  exceflive  laxity  and  weaknefs  only:  a 
milk,  diet,  with  country  air,  and  moderate  ex- 
ercife  in  a carriage,  or  fuch  other  manner  as 
can  be  born  with  eafe,  is  to  be  ftriCtly  followed, 
until  the  ftomach  is  found  capable  of  bearing 
the  bark,  wine,  and  animal  food. 

Having  hinted  at  the  mifehiefs  arifing  from 
the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath  during  a mercurial 
courfe*  it  may  be  thought  almoft  unneceffary-to 
mention  the  matter  exprefsly  i we  Ihould  be  of 
the  fame  mind,  did  we  not  know  that  this 
practice  is  fanCtioned  by  fome  of  our  moft 
eminent  practitioners  ; and  from  experience  we 
can  fay  it  is  a pernicious  one. 

FINIS.: 


Errata  in  fome  L-w  ef  the  Imprefficms. 
Page  40.  Line  14.  for  mercury  read  it. 
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